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“Providing a safe home for youth who have experienced physical or emotional 
trauma, where every act is done with love to help them discover the dignity of 

the human person and learn the skills to manage life’s challenges.”

The Ranch Hand

Greetings,
     The Spiritual Department has many exciting things going on!  Music has been a major tool spiritually for 
our kids.  We took our kids to the Michael W. Smith and Newboys concert in Bismarck.  These bands even 
met with us back stage and it was a great life experience for our residents.  Sid Stromme came out and put 
on a concert for our kids and it was very enjoyable and meaningful.  August 16, 2019, we are having our first 
“Praise on the Range” here at Home On The Range.  We have Citizen Way and SERV putting on the show.  
Both of these bands are very youth driven and our kids really enjoy their music.  It has been a goal of our 
department to get the resident’s exposed to positive music.  The environment that worship provides can be 
life changing to our kids and we are excited to have it at our facility.  We are also opening this event to the 
public and tickets can be purchased on our website at www.hotrnd.com.  This will be very family friendly.  
Bring a lawn chair and come out and support us!
     We also have a new on-campus church.  The kids have chosen to name this church “Freedom Church.”  
This church is made for the kids that struggle making it through an hour of church in town.  It is high energy 
and active to keep the focus of our kids.  Our society recognizes this in the school systems and have 
developed individual education plans to help.  Freedom Church does the same to meet the needs of the kids 
who have different styles of receiving and learning.  Another focus of this church is to reach out to local 
youth groups from Williston, Dickinson and Bismarck, ND, to come out and minister.  This will give the kids 
positive options to reach out to when discharged back into their communities. 
     We have been offering a “Traditions and Culture” class to our Native American kids.  Instructor Rose 
Naldrett is still helping them with bead work.  She also has the kids help her cook Native American cuisines 
to educate and enjoy.  Residents understand more about their culture and the morals behind it.  We are 
fundraising and working on bringing “Supaman” to our facility.  He is a Native American dancer, singer, and 
songwriter, with an incredible message.  He will certainly be able to impact our kids.

Grace and Peace Upon You,

Josh Helvik
Pastoral Assistant

Spiritual Department News
                                                        Submitted by Josh Helvik, Pastoral Assistant
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Therapy Dog in Training
     Home On �e Range has had the privilege to train a new therapy dog.  His name is 
Makus.  We are doing some initial training and socializing with Mak for a nonpro�t 
called “Hopes Place.”  �is is a child’s advocacy center in Colorado.  Makus is Hebrew 
for “Ray of Hope.”  Our sta� and residents have been working with Mak to socialize 
him to as many di�erent places, situations and people as possible.  He is also being 
trained to sit, lay down, kennel up, and potty training.  
     “When I �rst met Mak, he was a young rambunctious pup, of course he didn’t know 
his name and wasn’t potty trained, but he is a quick learner.  �is makes it fun to work 
with Mak.  Currently Mak and I are working on using bells when he needs to go 
outside.  He is very lovable and curious about everything around him.  He’s good at 
sitting, staying, and is learning to answer to his name.  Mak is full of energy for short periods of time and loves 
to play with other dogs and people.  A�er a good time of playing, he’ll take a long nap.  Although as soon as he 
wakes, he sprints to the door waiting to go outside.  So far I’ve enjoyed my time working with 
Mak and being able to watch him grow.”  Home On �e Range resident
   In a few short weeks, Mak will complete 
his training at Home On �e Range, 
and will continue his training at Hope’s 
Place.  He’s a lovable, cuddly puppy, and we 
will all miss him when he leaves.    

 Spring Awards Banquet
     The Annual Spring Awards Banquet was a huge success!  Each May, 
Home On The Range gives awards to the boys and girls for their special 
accomplishments.  This year the awards given out were the Raymond 
Schnell Ranch Hand award, Karla Zimdars Academic Achievement award, 
GED and graduating seniors recognition, Social Work award, Frances Dietz 
Nurse’s award, Paul Blanchette Sports award, Resident Living award and 
Father Cassedy award.  The Knights of Columbus scholarship and Gene & Margie Muth Scholarship were 
given out, along with many Spiritual Interest Recognition awards.  
     During the program, one of the boys played the National Anthem on electric guitar.  A group of kids 
also performed a skit that brought most of the audience to tears.  Two of our students courageously stood 
in front of their peers and a room full of strangers and shared their stories of trials and achievements.  
     Our Keynote Speakers were Dan Donlin and Tyler Auck, “A Cop & A Criminal: An Unlikey Friendship,” 
both from Bismarck, ND.  They gave a very memorable presentation of their “unlikely friendship.”
     The banquet concluded with a generous donation from the Beach American Legion in the amount of 
$1,660 for our Adventure Therapy program.  We also had many of our staff receive recognition pins for 
their years of dedicated service to Home On The Range.  

5 years: Stefanie Aulner, Tony Callaway, Donna Gorman, Collin Harrell and Deanie Rogers
10 years:  Les Barnhart

15 years: Nancy Wirrenga
20 years:  Jodi Ebel and Jolene Obrigewitch

30 years:  Laure Wirtzfeld
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               Home On The Range is on Facebook!  
  Become a fan by searching for “Home On The Range”                                                                  
        and stay informed of our events and activities.

                                                                 

Canine Therapy Update  Submitted by Robin Ferren, Social Worker 
The Home On The Range Canine Program partners with Bakken Paws Rescue Shelter to assist both dogs and children.  Dogs come 
to Home On The Range in need of help to overcome problem behaviors so that they can be successful in forever homes.  The canine 
program is an 8-week experiential program, teaming residents with dogs to assist residents in building coping skills, self-control and 
patience.  Each week focuses on a different treatment skill such as compassion, communication or team 
work.  Members of the canine program assess each dog, identify problem behaviors where each dog needs 
help, and then develops a treatment plan for each dog.  Residents in the canine program learn to identify the 
needs of their canine partners.  They also learn responsibility by taking care of the dogs daily, ensuring that 
the dogs are fed, watered, exercised, learning the needed skills and living in a safe and clean kennel area.  
Through their treatment plans, the dogs learn to walk on a lead (hopefully without pulling); they learn to sit, 
lie down, stay and focus on their handler.  The dogs learn to overcome fear and go through an agility 
obstacle course.  Additionally, the dogs learn to trust and bond with their handler.  This past year twelve 
dogs have completed training in the canine program.
     All of the graduates of the canine program state that the dogs helped them learn patience.  Here’s some 
quotes from group members:  “I learned that relationships are two sided and that there has to be trust and respect.”  Building blocks 
of confidence are “trust, communication, and love”; “trust and consent”; “trust, people noticing you are doing good and believing in 
yourself.”  Being with my dog helped me in social situations by “helping me notice body language more and helped me to be more 
open.”  “He calms my anxiety.”  “To communicate with a calm voice, to feel comfortable with new people, and to stay calm when 
frustrated.”  My dog has helped me with my treatment plan by “helping me to know I can overcome obstacles, helps me work harder 
even it if seems unobtainable and he’s helped me calm my anxiety.”  “By learning trust, by learning coping skills and by learning to 
communicate.”  “We are both learning and my dog has things to work on too.”
     Members of the canine program meet adoptive families of the dogs in the program if possible.  When the dogs are adopted, each 
family receives a letter from the residents in the canine program who worked with the dog, which describes the dog’s personality and 
the skills they have.
     In addition to helping the members who participate in the canine therapy program, the dogs that live at the ranch are available to 
help all residents.  It is very common that residents who are having a bad day will ask to go visit the dogs.  Residents are also able 
to bring the dogs to the dorm and spend time focusing on a loving companion.  Group members and residents who spend time with 
the dogs all state that spending time with the dogs helps them calm down.  Without fail, the dogs are able to give the residents love, 
acceptance and fun while helping them learn new skills so that they will be more successful during their stay at Home On The Range 
and after they discharge.  
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Prior to the spring banquet, 
Home On The Range held a 
short dedication of heating 
and lighting for our indoor 

arena. This was made 
possible through the 

fundraising efforts of the 
North Dakota Knights of 
Columbus State Officers, 

Councils and their families.
Pictured left to right: HOTR Clinical 
Director, Laura Feldmann, Taze, Deb 
Werner, State Deputy Jake Werner, 
Glenn Wagner, Judy Niebauer and 

Richard Niebauer
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     Adventure Therapy is an experiential therapy approach where members are able to work through their 
trauma based challenges through outdoor and healthy living activities.  It is an effective tool for 
overcoming a wide range of mental health challenges including (but not 
limited to): PTSD, substance abuse, anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
and traumatic life experiences.
     Each group session challenges members to step outside their comfort 
zone.  The focus of each session is on teaching communication of 
intolerable feelings through team based and solo initiatives.  Each session 
builds upon the previous one, culminating in a “capstone event.”  These 
“capstones” are the final challenge the members had spent eight to twelve 
weeks preparing for.  Each “capstone” event varies by season, but 
generally involves outdoor activities such as camping, hiking, rock 
climbing, snowshoeing, rafting, and skiing.
     This year has been exciting and challenging for both the residents and 
the staff involved.  In August/September, both the Boys’ and Girls’ groups 
camped in the Gallatin Gateway area where they hiked and whitewater 
rafted the Madison River.  As one resident put it “This is Epic!”
     In January, the Girls’ group traveled to Bottineau, ND to a cabin on 
Lake Metigoshe.  The girls snowshoed on Lake Metigoshe and then traveled to the Bottineau Winter Park 
to take in a day of snow tubing.  
     June brought both groups back to the Beartooth Mountain Range.  Groups camped in Woodbine 
Campground near Nye, MT.  Hikes consisted of Woodbine Falls and Lake Sioux Charley.  Members 
were astonished to learn they hiked over six and a half miles there and back from Lake Sioux Charley.  
Members were awestruck by the beauty of their surroundings, exclaiming “This view is amazing!”  The 
groups also drove the Beartooth Pass at an elevation of 10,947 feet.  Many of the group members felt like 
“I’m on top of the world!”
     The next round of groups are already underway.  They will prepare for a “capstone” in Custer State 
Park, where they will be rock climbing around Sylvan Lake with the Sylvan Rock Climbing School.  
Group members will also spend the summer preparing to canoe on Sylvan Lake and Lake Pactola.
     I’d like to thank all of Home On The Range’s supporters for their contributions this last year to the 
Adventure Therapy Program.  Your generosity and future support makes Adventure Therapy possible and 
gives the youth in our care the best opportunities to work through their trauma in new, challenging, and 
exciting ways!

Adventure Therapy 
                                                                Submitted by Josh Wirtzfeld, Rec. Activities Coordinator
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Advance Adult: $15.00                
Gate: $20.00

Advance Student: $8.00             
Gate: $10.00 

Online tickets available at
www.spiritofthewestfest.com/

champions-ride-rodeo      

~CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE~

Limited bleacher seating 
but plenty of hillside 

seating and handicapped 
accessible!

Live Calcutta of qualifying cowboys on Friday,      
August 2nd at 6:00pm at ND Cowboy Hall of Fame in 
Medora and also during Saturday performance!

Pre-rodeo entertainment: Sid Stromme & band
Special appearance by Amberley Snyder
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Thank you to all our Champions Ride Sponsors!

Your support is what makes this 
event possible!
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HOTR Ranch Hand
Home On The Range
16351  I-94
Sentinel Butte, ND  58654
(701) 872-3745
www.hotrnd.com

Upcoming Events:
*63rd Annual Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match

Satuday, August 3, 2019  -  1:00pm MDT                                                                 
Calcutta at ND Cowboy Hall of Fame in Medora on                                                                                                  

Friday, August 2, 2019 at 6:00pm
*Praise On The Range Christian Concert

Friday, August 16, 2019 at Home On The Range
*19th Annual Basket Bash - Golden Valley Co. Fairgrounds

Saturday, November 16, 2019
*5th Annual Mouse House - Beach Community Center 

Saturday, November 30, 2019
*Giving Hearts Day  - www.givingheartsday.org

February 13, 2020
24 Hour Online Fundraising Event

*HOTR Spring Banquet & Awards Program                                                          
Friday, May 15, 2020

Our organization provides a therapeutic 
ranch environment for boys and girls who 

are disadvantaged, neglected, 
problematic, predelinquent and 

delinquent.  Children of all races, creeds, 
and colors are served at our facility 

located in Sentinel Butte, North Dakota.

August 2-4, 2019 
Saturday night’s Main Event:

All Aces at 7:30pm; Austin Jenckes at 8:45pm;                            
Dylan Schneider at 10:00pm

For more information - visit www.spirito�hewestfest.com
and All-School 

Reunion
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