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The Ranch Hand

  It’s a Doggies World
Submitted by Laura Feldmann, LICSW

Introducing Compass. He is our therapy dog and Home On The Range 
mascot. He is a four-year old male Golden Retriever. His primary job is to greet 
and love everyone, and to receive unconditional love.
 Compass started out in the Home On The Range service dog program. 
His casual, easy temperament and intelligence made him an “A” student.
	 The	canine	program	has	since	been	modified	and	now	Compass’s	role	is	
that of a therapeutic dog.
	 One	of	Compass’s	favorite	roles	is	going	to	the	grade	school	and	being	
read	to	by	the	teacher	or	students.	“Club	Compass”	is	popular	with	both	the	grade	
school students and the dog handlers. One Home On The Range resident stated, 
“when	I	take	Compass	to	the	grade	school,	I	feel	like	a	rock	star.	Everyone	wants	
to pet and hug him.”
	 Compass’s	easy	going	attitude	and	demeanor	has	allowed	him	to	tour	
North	Dakota.	He	has	been	to	conferences,	introduced	to	Board	members,	social	
workers	and	even	the	legislators	at	the	State	Capitol.
 As the oldest dog in our canine program, he sometimes has to tolerate 
the	new	puppies	that	come	into	the	program.	A	stern	look	or	small	growl	from	
Compass	will	usually	remind	the	puppies	to	mind	their	manners.
	 We	invite	you	to	meet	Compass.	We’re	pretty	sure	you	too	will	fall	in	
love	with	him.	Oh!	And	he	rarely	turns	away	dog	treats.

Canine Program
About every eight weeks our animal assisted certified therapist drives to OREOS 
Rescue in Dickinson to test puppies for the canine program. After two are selected, 
they are brought back to Home On The Range. The kids in the group are responsible 
for feeding, grooming and general welfare of the puppies. The children do other 
things such as socialize the puppies by introducing them to different environments 
and people. They also teach the puppies’ basic commands such as sit, down, stay and 
heel. One big job the boys and girls have is housebreaking the puppies. Once the 
puppies learn these things, they are used as tools in groups sessions or individual 
sessions. The therapist will give the group an instruction or goal. The kids do the 
activity and then discuss the process and outcomes. The puppies eventually graduate 
from the Home On The Range program and are returned to ORESO Rescue to be 
adopted by a “Forever Family.” The kids get to interview the potential adoptive family, 
talk about their puppies’ personality and decide if it would be a good fit for both. 
The boys and girls in the group take a lot of pride and it is a bittersweet moment for 
them. Six puppies have been in our program and all six have been adopted by forever 
families.
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Peppy

“My	horse’s	name	is	Peppy.	I	picked	him	
because he has a personality that is pretty 
close	to	mine.	He	is	very	stubborn.	Just	like	
me,	he	has	taught	patience.	It	takes	a	lot	of	
patience	to	deal	with	horses.	I	have	never	

even touched a 
horse till I got 
sent to Home 
On The Range. 
I never thought 
I	would	end	up	
loving riding. It 
seems to me that 
it	helps	take	my	
anger	out	while	
riding.	It’s	very	
relaxing.”

TP

“My horse means a lot to me because 
she	reminds	me	of	home.	I	grew	
up	on	a	farm/ranch	with	three	other	
horses.	TP	is	one	of	the	best	listening	
horses	here,	which	helps	me	out	
when	I’m	having	a	bad	day.	TP	is	
very	well	trained	and	she’d	be	an	
excellent horse 
for	people	who	
don’t	know	
how	to	ride	
to learn. For 
me	it’s	not	
a challenge 
because my 
horses	back	
home are just 
as stubborn as 
I am.”

Daisy

“My 
relationship	with	my	horse	is	great.	
When	I’m	having	a	rough	day	just	being	
around	makes	me	feel	better.	She	can	be	
difficult	at	times,	but	every	relationship	
has	its	ups	and	downs.	She’s	good	for	
me because riding her sometimes can 
be	a	big	challenge	and	when	we	work	
well	with	each	other,	I	feel	like	I’ve	
succeeded at that challenge and our 
relationship is stronger and better.”

Spook
“Well	my	horse	Spook	is	the	most	
important thing to me in my program 
at Home On The Range. He taught me 
so	much	that	I	needed	to	know	about	
myself.	Even	if	he	is	“just	a	horse,”	
our	relationship	is	my	reality.	Being	at	
the	authority	end	isn’t	as	it	seems	and	
staying	“clean”	isn’t	always	the	easiest	
itself.	Because	of	him,	I	know	what	
a healthy life style and relationship 
actually	is.	I	don’t	know	how	I	could	
have	got	through	this	program	without	
him.”

Shorty

“Shorty	is	a	very	good	inspiration	
to me. He has taught me many 
things.	Even	though	he	can’t	talk	
he reminds you the important 
things in life that may be negative. 
When you are having a bad day, 
it’s	like	he	will	feel	that	and	he	
also	will	act	up.	On	the	positive	
side,	he	knows	when	not	to	be	
bad…it’s	like	he	know	what	kind	
of mood your in.”

Magic

“I	picked	Magic	as	my	horse	
because I feel I connected to him 
the most out of the others. We 
both	are	chill	and	don’t	do	much.	
Magic	and	I	both	are	not	followers	
in	a	group	of	people/horses.	That’s	
what	I	really	liked	about	Magic.	
Another thing Magic helps me 
with	is	my	frustration.	Days	I	feel	
like	I’m	having	a	bad	mood,	I	just	
go see Magic and it puts me in a 
better mood.”

Sassy  (Not pictured)
“She	helps	me	try	keep	ahead	of	my	skills	with	horses.	She	is	very	touchy	which	is	
hard	to	get	her	caught.	Like	all	horses	she	goes	with	the	herd.	She	rides	smooth.	She	is	
willing	to	a	point.	She	teaches	me	to	remain	calm	and	peaceful.”

Resident Testimonials

These are original quotes      
from our students and have     

not been edited.
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	 Hi,	my	name	is	Sarah.	I	am	17	years	old	and	a	junior	in	high	school.	There	are	six	members	in	my	
family	all	together	including	me.	I	have	3	siblings,	a	sister	and	two	brothers.	My	sister	is	22	years	old	and	my	
brothers	are	19	and	15.	When	I	was	13	years	old	I	found	out	my	parents	had	decided	to	get	a	divorce.	I	had	a	
choice	to	live	with	my	mother	or	father.	I	chose	my	mother.	My	mother	chose	to	let	my	dad	have	our	farm.	So	
from	there,	we	had	to	move	into	town.	
	 From	then	on	I	grew	up	in	town	and	am	still	there	now.	Over	the	past	4	years	I	have	made	some	
terrible	decisions	which	brought	me	to	HOTR.	I	chose	to	drink	and	disobey	my	mother.	I	violated	rules	of	my	
probation	and	continuously	broke	curfew.	I	left	my	mother	up	to	worry	about	me	at	night	when	I	didn’t	care	
to	answer	her	texts	or	my	siblings	because	of	my	selfishness.	My	siblings	would	text	my	father.	He	would	
text	and	call	me,	but	I	still	wouldn’t	answer.	I	was	never	home;	usually	I	would	be	out	all	night.	Since	I	have	
been	on	the	ranch,	I	have	learned	quite	a	few	things.	Before	here,	I	never	took	accountability	for	my	actions.	
I	have	always	blamed	others	and	ran	from	my	troubles.	Taking	accountability	was	the	hardest	thing	for	me	to	
do.	Some	days	I	still	don’t	like	to.	There	are	many	times	I	have	gotten	into	trouble	at	HOTR	and	didn’t	want	to	
take	responsibility	but	I	also	found	out	that	I	would	be	forgiven	and	people	at	the	ranch	would	give	me	another	
shot	because	they	knew	I	could	do	it.	Being	at	the	ranch	I	could	never	run	from	my	mistakes.	
	 I	know	that	I	am	kind-hearted	and	take	almost	everything	to	heart.	I	have	always	wanted	to	try	and	fix	
everybody	around	me	or	at	least	help	them.	I	was	told	by	my	therapist	that	you	can’t	change	anybody;	the	only	
person	you	can	change	is	yourself.	Being	at	HOTR	has	helped	me	to	grow	up	and	mature	more.		 	
At HOTR	there	is	always	someone	you	can	count	on	to	be	there.	I	like	the	groups	they	offer.	I	have	individual	
7	Challenges	therapy,	which	is	for	drugs	and	alcohol.	There	is	a	social	worker	that	is	a	drug/alcohol	counselor	
that	works	with	me.	When	she	meets	with	me	I	know	that	I	can	count	on	her	to	be	there	for	me	to	vent	when	I	
am	having	a	bad	day.		I	am	also	in	the	Mindfulness	group	which	helps	you	to	focus	on	the	present.	I	like	that	
group because it gives you a chance to relax and just be able to breathe for the day. 
	 HOTR	has	helped	me	to	change	some	of	my	ways	although	it	was	extremely	hard	to	accept	the	fact	
that	I	was	sent	there	to	make	some	changes	in	my	life.		It	was	the	most	painful	thing	I	have	ever	had	to	deal	
with.	It	was	my	very	first	placement	and	I	have	never	been	away	for	my	family	before.	The	longest	I	had	ever	
been	away	from	my	family	was	4	days.	I	felt	like	my	heart	was	ripped	out	and	shattered	into	a	million	pieces.	
I	felt	alone	and	didn’t	think	that	I	would	be	able	to	make	it	through	the	program.	Another	hard	adjustment	was	
living	in	a	dorm	with	20	some	girls	and	dealing	with	continuous	drama.	You	can	get	pulled		into	it,	but	it	is	
your	choice	if	you	want	to	stay	out	of	it	or	not.	Some	days	are	still	tough	even	after	7	months,	although	I	have	
learned	to	cope	with	it	all.	
	 I	hope	to	not	be	at	HOTR	much	longer.	I	plan	to	discharge	soon.	When	I	leave	there	I	will	be	going	
back	to	my	hometown	to	live	with	my	mother.	My	mother	owns	a	restaurant,	so	I	plan	to	work	there	and	help	
her	run	the	business.	I	will	complete	my	senior	year	in	my	hometown.	After	high	school	I	would	like	to	go	
off	to	college.	My	dream	is	to	go	into	the	medical	field	and	be	a	cardiac	surgeon	or	an	oncologist.	I	want	to	
graduate	from	medical	school	and	work	at	a	hospital	either	in	Bismarck	or	Fargo.	When	I	am	older	I	would	like	
to	be	married	with	2	kids.	
	 When	I	first	got	to	HOTR	I	was	told	I	could	make	the	choice	to	change	my	ways	or	stay	the	same.	To	
me,	I	took	it	as	I	didn’t	have	a	choice.	It	was	either	change	or	you	wouldn’t	be	able	to	go	back	home.		HOTR	
has	made	me	appreciate	my	family	more.	I	always	look	forward	to	seeing	them.	Being	away	from	them	helped	
me	to	realize	how	much	they	mean	to	me	and	that	I	wouldn’t	manage	life	without	them.	I	would	be	nowhere	if	
I	didn’t	have	family	to	support	me.	HOTR	helped	me	to	mature	and	take	responsibility	for	my	actions.	Months	
ago	I	was	always	worried	about	what	others	were	saying	and	doing.	Now	the	past	few	months	I	have	been	
focusing	on	trying	to	worry	about	just	me.	I	am	thankful	that	I	did	get	sent	to	HOTR.	If	I	could	go	back	and	
change	my	mistakes	I	wouldn’t	because	coming	to	the	ranch	has	been	a	good	experience	that	I	don’t	regret.	
HOTR	has	helped	me	to	make	some	changes	in	my	life,	although	I	am	not	fully	there	yet.	It	has	helped	me	to	
look	more	at	life	and	appreciate	the	little	things.	It	taught	me	to	just	take	
one day at a time. My advice to teenagers that are sent to HOTR is to try 
and	let	it	help	you.	Don’t	fake	it	because	if	you	let	it,	it	will	help	you,	if	
not a lot at least a little bit and a little bit could be the start of something 
new.	HOTR	is	a	good	place	to	be	at	when	you	know	you	need	some	
people there that you are able to count on.
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  Carus Building 
Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony

Pictured at left Jay Johnson receives a check 
in the amount of $18,000 from Steve Schwan 
at the Schwan Golf Tournament held in 
Phoenix, AZ.

 On May 1st, Home On The Range held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Alwin C. Carus Building. This is our new campus 
classroom and training facility. The building also has offices, a 
library, commons lobby area, and a weight room. This multi-million 
dollar building is because of the generosity and vision of Alwin 
C. Carus, who set up a trust several years ago naming Home On 
The Range as beneficiary. Attending the ribbon cutting were Carus 
family members Edward Carus and Wynn Carus. Each spoke 
during the ceremony expressing their gratitude and how “Uncle 
Alwin” would be very impressed with the building and meeting the 
childrens’ educational needs. Other guests that spoke during the 
ceremony were Bishop David Kagan, Todd Schilling of J.E. Dunn, 
and Larry Helvik the Superintendent of Beach School District.
 Wynn Carus and Edward Carus surprised the guests by 
presenting a special gift to Home On The Range. It was a rock with 
fossilized shells which was found at Sentinel Butte and given to 
Alwin Carus many years 
ago. Wynn and Edward said 
it was only fitting the fossil 
be returned to Home On 
The Range and placed in 
the Alwin Carus building 
making the circle complete.

 2015 Prom
For the second year in a row, Home On The Range hosted a prom specifically 

for our boys and girls. The dance is held in the gym. The gym is beautifully 
decorated with flamboyant centerpieces and lights. The girls are beautiful in 

their prom formals of all colors. Volunteers come and help the girls with 
their hair and makeup, and even manicures or pedicures. The boys are 

very handsome in dress shirts and ties. Home On The Range hires a 
local D.J. to provide the music. There isn’t a Grand March per sei, but 

the kids have a grand time.

Eagles Grant 
Students Scholarships

Each student that 
successfully completes 
their program at Home 

On The Range is eligible 
for a $30,000 scholarship 
from the Eagle Memorial 
Foundation. This money 

can be used at a college or 
trade school of the student’s 

choice.
Pictured at right are             

Wynn & Edward Carus
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Brunet Hall Renovations

Thanks to grants, general donations, and a lot of donated, hard work and labor, 
we have a larger kitchen and a beautiful dining room. We made the official 
move December 2014. The kitchen staff are extremely happy with the large 
work area, a walk-in cooler, walk-in freezer and a larger stove. It makes meal 
preparation easier. The children enjoy the new dining room setting with dining 
tables and chairs. Our thanks and gratitude to everyone who made this project 
possible, and finally completed.
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Velvet Craigo/Vanessa Ueckert, Design

Financial Support
HOTR does not receive direct financial 

support from the Bismarck Catholic Diocese. 
Care rates charged for services cover 

approximately 75% of the actual cost. The 
remainder must be raised through gifts, 

grants, our agricultural operation, 
fund-raising events, and investments.

HOTR Ranch Hand
Official Publication of
Home On The Range

Financial Statement Available
A copy of the most recent HOTR financial 

statement is available to persons or 
organizations upon request. Please contact 

our business office at (701) 872-3745.

Member:
Child Welfare League of America
-- Equal Opportunity Employer --

ACCREDITED COUNCIL 
ON ACCREDITATION OF 
SERVICES FOR FAMILIES 

AND CHILDREN, INC.

HOTR Board of Directors

Bishop	David	Kagan,	
Rev.	Gene	E.	Lindemann,	

Rev.	Daniel	J.	Berg,	Marlo	Nelson,
Dr.	Russell	Swagger,	Rick	Hanson,	

Ralph	Hilgemann,	Shane	Goettle,	John	Hardy,
Bill	Schmid,	Greg	Lardy,	Ron	Zachmann,	

Annette	Steffan,	Rev.	Basil	Atwell,	
Don	Resler,	Dr.	Ralph	L.	Kilzer,	
Brad	Gjermundson,	Dixie	Wagner,																						

Rick	Mellmer,	Darlene	Hill

Home On The Range 
is now on Facebook! 

Become a fan by searching for 
Home On The Range, and stay 

informed of our events and 
activities.

Home On The Range 4-H Club

Home On The Range students have the opportunity to 
participate in 4-H. It is a condensed version but still gives 
the children the opportunities, experiences and activities that 
other students learn in 4-H. The most popular projects are 
photography and horsemanship. The recreation director works 
with the local county agent so projects are completed and 
entered in the county fair. The kids do a great 
job and come back with lots of ribbons and prize 
money. This is another example of getting the 
kids involved in the community and hoping they 
will join a 4-H club when they return to their 
communities.

Article	submitted	to	North	Dakota
	Knights	of	Columbus

	 “Providing	a	Catholic	home	to	strengthen	children	and	families	today	for	a	
successful	tomorrow.”	This	is	the	mission	statement	of	Home	On	The	Range	and	
has	been	its	philosophy	and	purpose	since	1949.
	 Father	Elwood	Cassedy,	founder	of	Home	On	The	Range,	had	a	vision	to	
provide	a	home,	guidance	and	education	to	wayward	or	orphaned	boys.	His	vision	
became	a	reality	when	he	received	the	news	that	a	ranch	in	western	North	Dakota	
was	donated	to	the	Diocese	for	his	cause.	A	short	time	later	three	boys	came	to	the	
newly	founded	“Home	on	the	Range	for	Boys.”
	 Now	six	decades	later,	the	basic	philosophy	of	helping	children	remains	the	
same.	Home	On	The	Range	is	licensed	to	care	for	46	boys	and	girls,	ages	12-19.	
Children	from	across	the	state	of	North	Dakota	come	to	Home	On	The	Range.	Its	
program	offers	education,	therapy,	opportunities	to	participate	in	work	or	recreation	
activities, and spiritual guidance.
	 “I	am	at	Home	On	The	Range	for	reasons	none	other	than	my	own.	I	was	
sent	here	to	basically	make	a	180	in	my	life.	Everything	was	just	plummeting	
downhill,	and	this	environment	is	a	great	opportunity	to	turn	those	bad	habits	
around.”
	 “What	I’ve	learned	about	myself	and	life	while	on	the	Ranch	is	that	when	
I	think	life	just	can’t	get	any	worse,	it	really	can.	So	with	that	being	said,	I’ve	
learned	to	not	take	life	for	what	it	isn’t,	and	I’ve	started	having	a	different	view	on	
how	to	appreciate	and	cherish	the	little	things	more	often.”	--Samantha
	 The	spiritual	department	is	overseen	by	Father	Dan	Berg,	Parish	Priest	of	
St.	John	the	Baptist	church,	and	staffed	by	Swenda	Braden,	Pastoral	Assistant,	and	
Peggy	Helvik,	youth	minister.	The	goal	of	the	spiritual	department	is	to	help	the	
children	who	are	in	need,	hurting	or	who	seek	healing.	
	 The	ladies	interview	each	child	to	see	which	church	they	would	like	
to attend. They also lead or organize various Christian activities such as bible 
study,	praise	night,	individual	sessions,	movie	night,	talent	shows,	and	residents’	
newsletters.	Swenda	or	Peggy	will	work	with	the	area’s	priest	and	pastors	and	
coordinate	classes	so	a	child	can	be	baptized	or	confirmed.	The	ladies	will	
invite	students	for	a	SEARCH	weekend	or	work	with	their	families	during	the	
strengthening	family	workshops.
	 “I	was	blessed	with	the	opportunity	to	go	to	SEARCH.	It	was	an	amazing	
weekend	to	say	the	least.	I	met	new	friends	and	got	to	spend	some	personal	time
 

      Continued on next page . . . . . 
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Dear Friends,

 My wife and I have made the difficult decision to 
leave Home On The Range and return home. We came to 
Home On The Range just over nine years ago. Our time here 
has been wonderful. The staff here are second to none. Their 
dedication to the children we serve is truly admirable. 
 I am also very thankful to the Board of Directors. 
They spend a great deal of time insuring that we have what 
we need to serve the children well and all of their time is 
volunteered. 
 I also want to thank all the people who donate to 
Home On The Range. Without all the donations, we couldn’t 
possibly meet the needs of the children.  Home On The 
Range is a great place doing great things for kids who have 
experienced lots of problems, many 
beyond their control. I will miss the 
staff, the Board and the kids. I will 
not miss the winters! 
 I want to thank everyone for 
the support I received while I was 
here.

Sincerely,

Jay Johnson, LICSW
Executive Director

. . . . . Knights of Columbus continued from previous page

with	the	Lord.	On	the	most	beautiful	day	there,	I	climbed	this	HUGE	hill,	which	was	terribly	slippery	because	the	
snow	was	melting.	While	we	were	on	the	top	we	prayed.	It	was	so	serene	and	peaceful.”	
	 Support	for	the	spiritual	department	comes	in	the	Christian	values	of	time,	talent	and	treasure.	There	are	
many individuals and organizations that volunteer and share their talent to minister to the young people. It may be a 
group	such	as	the	NET	Team	that	shares	their	own	testimonials,	or	they	may	ask	the	students	to	participate	in	self-
reflection	activities.	Individuals	come	out	and	lead	the	children	in	Christian	songs	and	hymns,	teach	them	to	play	an	
instrument	or	present	a	short	service.	Brother	Sam	Larson,	who	retired	from	Home	On	The	Range	in	January	2009,	
continues	his	service	to	God	by	distributing	the	ashes	on	Ash	Wednesday	or	making	sure	each	child	receives	a	card	
and gift on their birthday.
	 Others	share	their	treasures.	The	Catholic	Daughters	of	America	host	potlucks	and	collect	school	supplies.	
The	Knights	of	Columbus	sponsor	pancake	breakfasts	or	sell	Shamrock	pins.	Some	organizations	and	groups	donate	
bibles or buy Christmas presents for each child.
	 Staff	and	volunteers	give	time…..this	is	special	to	the	residents,	especially	when	it	is	one-on-one	time.	Our	
staff	and	volunteers	ask	questions,	give	answers,	mentor	the	young	people,	and	maybe	most	importantly,	listen.
	 Matthew	7:	7		“Ask,	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek,	and	you	will	find;	knock,	and	it	will	be	opened	to	
you.”
	 “At	the	ranch,	we	have	multiple	opportunities	to	grow	in	God’s	word.	Peggy	and	Swenda	offer	Chapel	and	
Bible	study,	along	with	church	services	on	Sunday	mornings.	And	in	this	time	I’ve	been	here,	I’ve	never	felt	so	
lonely,	beaten	up,	let	down,	frustrated,	and	sad,	in	my	life.	This	experience	has	been	a	rock	bottom	experience.	And	
I’m	slowly	but	surely	climbing	my	way	back	up.	As	I’ve	been	growing	in	my	faith,	I’ve	realized	all	those	times	
I’ve	felt	lonely,	broken,	let	down,	frustrated	or	even	sad,	I	haven’t	been	alone.	God	is	there.	He	is	present.	1	Peter	
5:7	says,	“Cast	all	your	anxiety	on	Him	because	He	cares	for	you.”	And	let	me	tell	you,	God	is	about	the	only	one	I	
could	have	a	conversation	with.	Many	tears	were	shed,	but	with	those	tears	come	healing.”		
 Within the spiritual department at Home On The Range, the staff and volunteers expose the children 
to	a	variety	of	ways	to	find	their	faith.	Once	that	path	is	chosen	or	found,	the	child	can	walk	down	the	road	of	
forgiveness and hope.  “I have learned through giving my anxieties to the Lord, I am able to focus on more positive 
goals.”



HOTR Ranch Hand
Home On The Range
16351	I94
Sentinel	Butte,	ND	58654
(701)	872-3745					
www.hotrnd.com

Our Organization provides a therapeutic 
ranch environment for boys and girls who 
are disadvantaged, neglected, problematic, 
predelinquent, and delinquent. Children of 

all races, creeds, and colors 
are served at our facility located at 

Sentinel Butte, North Dakota
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