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Providing a Catholic home to strengthen children and families today for a successful tomorrow.

 From the beginning, Home On The Range was blessed with hundreds of acres.  These acres are a combination 
of rolling hills of farm land and pastures for cattle and horses.  For more than 65 years, the lands have been an 
operating ranch to help bring additional income to Home On The Range, as well as offer real-life experiences for the 
youth at HOTR.
 It takes a lot to run a farm and ranch.  It takes labor, time and equipment.  There are certain times of the year 
that require more time and labor that other times.  In the spring, the farm and ranch committee make plans on which 
crops are to be planted, like peas, alfalfa, hay, barley or oats.  Then there is the planting of the crops.  After that, it’s up to 
Mother Nature as we pray and wait for the right weather and moisture to bring in a bountiful harvest.
 During the summer months, the alfalfa and grass hay is cut and baled.  This hay is 
used to feed the cattle and horses during the winter months when the grass is covered with 
snow.  Our staff and children help with the haying.  The employees do all the cutting and 
baling and the boys and girls load the square bales onto a flatbed trailer.  The hay is hauled 
to a barn and the kids stack it inside.  That is the labor and time component of ranching.  
What about the equipment?
 For nearly two decades, West Plains, Inc. of Beach, (one of 10 store complexes of 
Plains Ag) has donated the use of new equipment to help us with the farm operation.  Each 
year they have donated the use of a new Case IH 100+ HP tractor and loader, and most recently, the use of a new Case 
IH windrower and Case IH round baler.  The windrower and baler stay at the ranch during the hay season, and the    
tractor and loader remain on the ranch for 12 months.  
 “The use of the equipment helps HOTR financially by not having to invest in equipment that helps them produce the 
hay needed each year for their livestock.  They then can use the otherwise invested dollars towards fostering the young adults 
that come to HOTR year after year.  I enjoy reading the success stories of those young adults in the newsletters and at the annual 
banquet.  We are proud to provide that equipment to HOTR, as long as we are able, knowing in some indirect small way, West 
Plains, Inc. is helping HOTR in preparing and leading young adults into the world.”   Bern Zachmann, West Plains, Inc. 
 Tractors, swathers and balers are normally a very large expense for producers.  The donation of equipment      
assures us that we will have equipment to cut and bale hay for feeding the livestock.  This hay also brings money to 
HOTR by selling the hay when we have a surplus of bales.  But it’s bigger than that.
 The farm, ranch, cattle and horses are all part of the therapeutic component of Home On The Range.  The 
horses are the primary resource used in the equine assisted therapy.  We have received national recognition for the    
successes we have seen in the residents who participate in equine assisted therapy.  The farm and cattle offer many  
learning opportunities to the students.  They can learn the importance of feed and it’s nutritional value, animal           
husbandry, and how to take care of cattle and horses; responsibility and accountability; and also the circle of life from 
birth to sale or death.  The farm and ranch teach “real-life” experiences they might not get at another placement or 
foster family.
 “Working for Greg at Home On The Range has helped me in a lot of ways.  It taught me integrity, and to conduct 
myself in a way that earns respect.  I’ve gotten better at taking responsibility for my actions, and I’ve been exposed to learn 
new things such as changing oil and tuning up vehicles, running a lawn mower, working the ranch animals, fixing fence, 
fixing appliances and wiring.”  HOTR Resident 

What a Blessing!

 We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
and thank West Plains, Inc. and all their staff!  They are 
making a tremendous investment, not only in our farm, 
but in changing the lives and making an impact on the 

boys and girls who live here.
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60th Anniversary Champions Ride Match
 What makes the Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match a success year after year? Name              
recognition?  Location?   Yes, probably both of these. But in our opinion the success behind the 
Match is people – more specifically our volunteer rodeo committee.
 This group meets each month to work on the details of the event. They prioritize jobs, set 
goals, and determine what needs to be completed.
 The committee begins working on the marketing and sponsor opportunities as early as            
November. Committee members contact businesses and corporations for sponsorships, put the date 
in all forms of media including newspapers, social media, TV, radio, and any other means.
 A lot of planning goes into the logistics of the production part of the event. Members start 
talking to cowboys and stock contractors. It has been our tradition to have the best of both. But 
there’s other things that need to be determined, such as arena personnel. It takes a lot of staff to 
run the rodeo such as an arena boss, chute boss, announcers, photographers, pick-up men, judges,       
secretaries and timers, and many more.
 The weeks before the rodeo the committee, volunteers and Home On The Range employees 
are busy preparing the venue (the grounds and arena) for the major event. Groups work the dirt 
inside the arena, clean and paint the concessions and bleachers, check the fences and gates, hang 
banners and signs, or stock the pens with hay and water.
 So, it’s the morning of the rodeo, and it appears that everything is in place. But the              
committee members, volunteers, and arena personnel come together for one final meeting called the                   
production meeting. This is to make sure everyone has the same agenda and schedule, answer any 
questions, review anything that might have been overlooked, and if necessary, troubleshoot.
 The Champions Ride is a success because of the committee members. Each one has a            
special and unique talent they bring to the committee. It could be familiarity with the P.R.C.A. rules 
and regulations, contacting potential sponsors, talking to cowboys and stock contractors, 
marketing and sales, a knowledge of Champions Ride history, construction and arena work, or
photography. They not only donate their talents, but their time, travel, phone calls and personal    
contributions and sponsorships to the Champions Ride.  Because of our committee’s hard work,   
dedication, passion and commitment, there will be a Champions Ride in 2017, and beyond!
 If you know any of our committee members, please thank them and let them know how much 
they are appreciated. We certainly appreciate them, and we couldn’t put on the best saddle bronc  
match without them.

            The Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match Committee
     
     Brad & Jackie Gjermundson  Rick Thompson   Kevin Holten
     Casey & Kami Fredericks   Ron Urlacher    Gary Tescher
     Joe & Robin Blankenship   Sparky Dreesen   Dusty Hausauer
     Ted Tescher     Riston Zielke    Matt Ross
     Greg LaBelle    Jolene Obrigewitch   Vanessa Ueckert 

Thank you to our Rodeo Committee!



3

 2016 Champions Ride Results
Long Go  

 Cowboy             Bronc         Score            Place
Shorty Garrett            Quittin Time           83      1/2
Chet Johnson            Shady Fox           83      1/2         
Rusty Wright             Redon Acres           82.5      3
Jake Watson            OLS Tubs Ross River  81                 4/5
JJ Elshere            Just Bugs           81                 4/5
Jacobs Crawley           Umber Bubbles           80.5      6
Sam Spreadborough  Little Muffin           80      7/8
Zeke Thurston            Red Robin           80      7/8

Short Go  
 Cowboy               Bronc         Score            Place
Zeke Thurston           Lynx Mountain              87       1
Chuck Schmidt         Sweatin Bullets            85.5       2
JJ Elshere           Special Time                  84       3
Jacobs Crawley          Julia             83                 4
Tyler Corrington       Spider             81.5       5
Jake Watson           Bullet Proof            81               6/6
Rusty Wright           Moon Hawk            81     6/6

 This year’s Champions Ride Saddle Bronc 
Match was a little special compared to past years.  
It was the 60th Anniversary!  There are not too 
many events that can make a claim of entertaining 
people for 60 years.
 Because it was a landmark anniversary, the 
rodeo committee made arrangements to add to the  
celebration.  The Friday night before the event, a 
social and  program was held at the North Dakota         
Cowboy Hall of Fame.  Past participants and   
families were invited - contestants, announcers, 
pick-up men, cowboy poets and others.  These spe-
cial guests were also introduced prior to the rodeo.  
The guests rode in a wagon pulled by a team of 
horses.  Rick Thompson was the emcee and shared 
short bios about each guest.  
 The Match itself was a great success,    
bringing more than 1,500 guests.  Top P.R.C.A. 
cowboys had high scores and the broncs were 
compared to those at the National Finals Rodeo.  
And just when everyone thought they had watched 
the top twelve compete and were waiting for the 
announcement of the winner, the show wasn’t over.
 This year there was a ride-off challenge between the 2015 Champion, Wade Sundell, and the 2016              
Champion, Zeke Thurston.  The cowboys drew for their horse, saddled up and nodded for the gate.  Ready.  Set.  
Go!  After the scores were tallied, Wade Sundell was announced the winner by only 1/2 point.

  Mark your calendars for next year’s exciting Saddle Bronc Match - August 5, 2017!

Above:  Cowboys that attended the                        
Cowboy Reunion. 

Below:                          
~ Ride-Off ~                            

2016 Champion   
Zeke Thurston vs. 
2015 Champion   
Wade Sundell.

Wade won by 1/2 point!

Above: Champion Zeke Thurston on 
Calgary Stampede’s “Lynx Mountain” 

with an 87 point ride!
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Puppy Love
 August 11, 2016, is a day many Home On The       
  Range employees and children will remember for   
  a long time.  This is the day we laid our beloved     
  Golden Retriever, Compass, to rest.
 Compass went through all the basic training   
  classes.  He went through the socializing experience     
  and was exposed to different environments, learned   
  the basic skill commands and received some service   
  dog training.  Because of tolerance, patience, laid 

back personality, and love for everyone, we elected to have him as our certified therapeutic dog.
 Compass offered unconditional love to everyone; employees, residents, referring workers, and 
even other puppies that came into the canine program.  He also became our unofficial mascot.  He was 
often present during presentations about the canine program.  He traveled across the state of North 
Dakota (riding shotgun) and even made several trips to the state Capitol.
 Late this summer, Compass became ill and was diagnosed with cancer.  A special burial service 
was held in a pasture he loved to play in.  The children were given a chance to share a picture or 
letter, leave him a doggie treat, share a story about Compass, or just say goodbye.  It was a very sad and      
emotional day.  We won’t be able to replace Compass, but we know he is in doggie heaven, enjoying all 
the treats he wants! 

Animal Sponsorship
 We would like to thank the individuals and benefactors who committed to sponsoring one of our equines 

in the equine assisted program.
 We’re sure many of you have personal pets and realize the investment of time and money it takes to give 
our animals a great quality of life.  There is the cost of treats, food, veterinary care, farrier care, deworming, senior 
feed, hay, equipment for the horses such as halters, bridles, pads and saddles, and special safety equipment for the 
children, such as vests and helmets.  There are unplanned expenses such as an injury or need of emergency 
surgery.  We love our pets and want the best for them.
 It is the same with our horses and mules.  We want to make sure our horses are healthy and in good   
physical health.  They are an important part of our residents’ life and therapy while they are here.  We have  
added to our herd since the last newsletter.  We invite you to consider sponsoring one of our horse friends; get to 
know them, their personalities and how they interact with our youth as a friend or equine therapy tool.
 Once you agree to sponsor a horse, we will send you a quarterly update for one year.  It will include   
photos and information about your horse.  Thank you for your friendship and for loving our horse friends as     

much as we do.               
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Animal Sponsorship
  
  Name: ________________________________________________   Mail to:
  Address: ______________________________________________     Home On The Range
  City, State, Zip: _________________________________________              16351 I-94
  Animal being sponsored: _________________________________               Sentinel Butte, ND 58654
  Amount of sponsorship: __________________________________

Suzzie & Sally
Zipper

Daisy & Buttons Misty

Elvis
Kitty Festus

Nip TucAdventure Therapy
 This quarter the Adventure Therapy Program took advantage of our       

incredible local resources and led our groups on a mountain biking capstone.  
The group consisted of 12 weeks of programming, focused on mental and      
physical endurance, personal responsibility, and what it means to be part of a 
supportive team.  With support from the Badlands Bike Shop in Medora, group 
members learned basic bike maintenance and how to stay safe on the trails.  The 
capstone event was an all day mountain biking expedition on the Maah Daah 
Hey Trail, a challenging trail system that draws adventurers from all over the world.  The group was a     
    blaring success! 
                              Here are a few testimonials from participants:
       “I liked being able to open up with my peers and I learned that they care about        
  my problems.  I also really missed being on a bike.”

  “I enjoyed getting to know the staff and my peers in a different way than I know 
them in the dorm and learning about 
their ups and downs.  I learned how to 
have fun sober and that I can do    

                   what I think I can’t.”
 
   “Adventure therapy helped me to learn to push myself farther 
than I thought I could go.  It also showed me that I can have fun 
and make connections and escape reality - sober.”
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  Spiritual Department News
             Submitted by Swenda Braden, Pastoral Assistant

HOTR Ranch Hand
Official Publication of                
Home on the Range

Dr. Mel Rose, PsyD, Executive Director
Jolene Obrigewitch, Dev. Director/Editor

Vanessa Ueckert, Dev. Asst./Design

HOTR Board of Directors

Bishop David D. Kagen, Rev. Gene E. 
Lindemann, Rev. Daniel J. Berg, 

Marlo Nelson, Dr. Russell Swagger, 
Rick Hanson, Shane Goettle, John Hardy, 
Bill Schmid, Greg Lardy, Ron  Zachmann, 

Annette Steffan, Rev. Basil Atwell, 
Don Resler, Dr. Ralph L. Kilzer, 

Brad Gjermundson, Dixie Wagner, Rick 
Mellmer,  Darlene Hill, Charles Johnson, 

Brian Lardy, Teresa Dvorak

Financial Support

HOTR does not receive direct                        
financial support from the Bismarck                                                               

Catholic  Diocese.   Care rates charged 
for services cover approximately 75% 

of the actual cost.  The remainder 
must be raised through gifts, grants,                        

our agricultural operation, fundraising 
events, and investments.

Financial Statements Available

A copy of the most recent HOTR financial 
statement is available to persons or                         
organizations upon request.  Please                                                                    

contact our business office at                            
(701) 872-3745.

Member:
Child Welfare League of America

- - Equal Opportunity Employer - -

ACCREDITED COUNCIL
ON ACCREDITATION OF 

SERVICES FOR FAMILIES
AND CHILDREN, INC. Home on the Range is on Facebook!  Become a fan and   

follow us by searching for “Home on the Range” and stay 
informed of our events and activities.

Net Team comes to HOTR!
 Home On The Range opened their doors to The Net 
Team on September 26th, for a half day retreat.  The young 
people on the Net Team travel for nine months of the year to 
share what God has done in their lives.  This message of God’s 
love and power affected our residents deeply.
 Between their talks and skits, they had “breakout    
sessions.”  During this time, the boys and girls split into small 
groups - each group led by a member of the Net Team.  The 
children had an opportunity for prayer and sharing during 
this time.  Youth ministering to youth is a powerful thing!
 The Net Team was impressed with Home On The 
Range and enjoyed presenting a retreat to the youth.  One of the team was 
from Scotland and she was pleased to see the good work we do here.  At the 
end of the retreat, when all the residents went back to the dorm, we gathered 
with the Net Team in the Chapel and sang our praises to God for the success of 
the retreat.  Their singing acappella left us speechless.  It was so beautiful!  Not 
only did the Team present a retreat, but the following day they volunteered to 
work at the arena and spent the day cleaning and helping out.  Having them 
here was a great experience for us!

  Here are some quotes from our residents:

 “The Net Team did an inspirational job at 
   getting through to us and showing us that God     
   can make a difference and will always love us.      

We’d love to have them back again.”

“The Net Team influenced me to get closer to God by their inspirational 
stories.”

“The Net Team really brought out a new found hope in me.  They were very 
welcoming and outgoing and they made me 
feel like family.  I look forward to seeing them 
again!” 

God Bless!
Swenda Braden, Pastoral Assistant
Peggy Helvik, Youth Minister
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16th Annual Basket Bash
Saturday, November 19, 2016

Beach Community Center
6:30pm Social

7:00pm Silent Auction begins
9:00pm Live Auction

To donate items, contact Vanessa at Home On The Range             
at 701-872-3745 or vanessau@hotrnd.com

Are you counting the days until Christmas?  Are you counting the days until the end of the year?  Are you       
discussing and thinking about your year-end giving to charities?  We hope so!

Although it may be the furthest thing from your mind right now, individuals are encouraged to start planning 
their year-end giving.  Many charities operate on a calendar-year basis and depend on benefactors and their 
contributions to financially sustain its programs and services.             

When donations are made to a charity, there may be tax benefits.  This may take some foresight and planning, 
as well as budgeting.  For those interested in donating to a qualified endowment, the State of North Dakota 
offers its citizens other tax benefits.

Home On The Range has a qualified endowment fund.  There are certain qualifications an organization must 
meet to be considered qualified.  With an endowment fund, the principal is never used, only the interest earned 
on the endowment.  Donations of all values are accepted; however a donation of $5,000 or more must be made 
to the endowment fund to qualify for the North Dakota State tax exemption.

Let’s say you are a North Dakota resident in the 25% marginal tax bracket and give a gift of $10,000 to
Home On The Range Foundation.  In this scenario, you would save approximately $2,500 in federal income
tax and receive a dollar for dollar credit (reduction) in your state tax liability, which would be $4,000.  The
net cost of that gift to you would be about $3,500.  That $3,500 Net gift will generate tens of thousands of 
dollars to Home On The Range over the years to come.  As always, please consult with your tax advisor

regarding the federal and North Dakota state tax benefits based on your filing status. 
The ND Tax Credit of 40% will apply for gifts $5,000 or more. 

We appreciate the gifts because it offers future financial sustainability of Home On The Range so we can       
continue our services and programs to help North Dakota children.

_____  Yes, I/We wish to make the following gift to HOTR Foundation
         ______ $1,000          ______ $5,000          ______ $10,000          Other __________

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:  __________________________   Email:  _________________________________________________

If you are interested in making a tax-deductible donation to our endowment, please make checks                   
 payable to HOTR Foundation and return to:

HOTR Foundation
16351 I-94

Sentinel Butte, ND 58654



Upcoming Events:
16th Annual Basket Bash - Beach Community Center - Beach, ND

Saturday, November 19, 2016

2nd Annual Mouse House - Beach Community Center - Beach, ND
Saturday, December 3, 2016

Giving Hearts Day  - www.impactgiveback.org
February 9, 2017  -  24 Hour Online Fundraising Event

61st Annual Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match
Saturday, August 5, 2017  -  1:00pm MST

Our organization provides a therapeutic 
ranch environment for boys and girls who 

are disadvantaged, neglected, 
problematic, predelinquent and 

delinquent.  Children of all races, creeds, 
and colors are served at our facility 

located in Sentinel Butte, North Dakota.

HOTR Ranch Hand
Home on the Range
16351  I-94
Sentinel Butte, ND  58654
(701) 872-3745
www.hotrnd.com

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
MAIL EXPEDITORS


