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This is Spook, doing what Spook 
does best  . . . . . eating. 

Spook , a 12 year old gelding, 
makes a great therapist for kids 
who struggle with authority, 
addictions or relationships. 
Because, you guessed it, so does 
Spook! 

Spook is silly, pushy and alert all 
at the same time.  Spook is also 
very bright and watchful which 
creates some very interesting 
situations with our kids.  We had 
a young lady working with him 
this summer, and every time she 
went to get on him, he’d move 
away. She’d fuss at him, move the 
mounting block, pull him to her and get on the block, only to have 
him pull away again. She’d yell at him and he’d back further. She’d 
sit quiet and he’d come back and the process would repeat. She talked 
about how he would give mixed messages to her, getting close then 
pulling away -- just like she did with people in her life. (see page 2 for 
her story)

Spook is always trying to get away with something. He seems to always 
be messing with someone or something, being a class clown. He is the 
horse who will chew on his lead rope when tied up and if you run to 
eat dinner and come back, he’ll meet you at the door.  Some of our 

kids really connect with this! 

When we do activities with kids working with 
drug and alcohol issues, we use Spook. If there 
is a little bit of hay or bucket of grain, you can 
bet he’ll be ears deep in it! This always makes 
for a great metaphor with these kids who seem to 
always relate themselves to their horse. Spook can 
get as distracted by his “addictions” as the kids! 

Spook is a challenge, much like some of our kids, 
and like our kids, both are priceless.

Providing a Catholic home 
to strengthen children and 

families today for a successful 
tomorrow.

The Ranch Hand

Spook Submitted by Laura F., LICSW
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Today my task was to get my horse Spook into a rectangle of Styrofoam 
noodles without a halter or reins. My first and foremost task was to get 
onto him. I thought, “Oh great, how am I to do that?” until I decided 
to ask for help. I accomplished it with the help of the equine leader. I 
was severely petrified not only because I was on him bareback with no 
reins, but also because I had no control of what was about to happen.  
I refused to give up on Spook and tested the waters, going against a 
fear of having no control.   I’m not much of a person to continue to 
do things when they aren’t working out the way I planned but today 
I couldn’t give up. I’d given up at other sessions. I never have even 
gotten on my horse during any other individual but today I did and it 
felt extremely good to know that I accomplished something.

I’ve learned that a horse isn’t always going to do what you want it to do 
and can be just as stubborn as you. It’s taking a lot of growing and patience to be able to 
control my horse and sometimes I have to face the fact that I don’t have all the control, 
but what I am able to control is myself and what happens in my life. Giving up may be 
one of the easiest things to do in life but sooner or later you will (and believe me you 
will) realize that you’re tired of going in the same old circles and you’ll eventually want 
to change that -- but only you are capable of doing that. There are people out there to 
help you and guide you in the right direction but in the end it’s all up to you.
My most wonderful experience was being able to be in equine; not only for the horses 
but also because of all that you learn from it. I came into equine not knowing anything, 
didn’t even have a chance to really get acquainted with my horse. I kind of just got 
thrown in the loop. I had many challenges in the beginning with my horse Spook but not 
ever did I give up on him totally and switch him out. There were many, many times -- and 
don’t get me wrong when I say many times -- I wanted to throw him away and be done 
but I couldn’t with him. He was different. I saw and still do see so many great things in 
him. He’s worth everything he gets.

My positive things about equine:
• My horse Spook
• Pushes you to be independent
• Strengthens you
• Makes you find peace within yourself
• Shows you its okay to be scared, have 
 emotions, have bad days, believe in yourself,
 trust people, be yourself, ask for help, 
 and not be in control 24/7
• Pushes you to make it through
• Helps you overcome many fears
• Shows you how to test the waters
• Shows you its okay to make a different and   
 healthier path than you’ve seen before
• Teaches self control
• Teaches patience

EquineTestimonial
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Down On The Farm
Submitted by Greg LaBelle, Ranch & Plant Director

Things never seem to slow down on the farm.  We always have 
construction projects going on all over our campus. We work on 
small projects from repairing or replacing windows to the large 
construction projects such as remodeling the kitchen in the boys’ 
dorm. This project is a huge undertaking but is going well. The 
cement was poured for the floor and walls. We studded in the basic 
frames of the bathrooms, offices, freezer, cooler and washroom. The 
electricians have been busy adding the new electrical lines and getting 
wiring ready for the furnace, hot water heat, fire alarm, etc., while the 
plumbers have been mapping out the water and sewer lines. Once this 
is completed, our staff can start installing the dry wall sheetrock and 
lay out the floor tiles.

This summer we purchased two Chevy Acadias and a ½ ton pickup. 
Our vehicles put on 10,000’s of miles each year transporting children 
to their families for a visit or to doctor appointments. The pickups are 
used daily to take work crews to the field to load square bales or check 
the many miles of fence we have at Home On The Range.

We had a wet spring and early summer, which meant an abundance of 
hay. We harvested 4000 square bales and 800 round bales of alfalfa/
grass hay. We are thrilled to have this much hay to feed the cattle and 
horses. We extend our thanks and gratitude to West Plains Inc. for 
donating 250 hours on a tractor, 1000 bales on a round baler, and a 
“new-to-us” service truck. West Plains makes it easy to harvest our 
hay crop and feed the animals.

We also had a great calf crop. We will wean the calves from the 
cows in October and then take them to sale. We’d like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge Open A Angus and Heart River Genetics 
for enhancing our cattle program. Their knowledge, experience and 
donations have improved our herd tremendously.

As you read this, fall will be fast 
approaching with winter right behind 
it. We will be busy feeding the cattle 
and horses. The boys and girls help 
with the feeding by carrying buckets 
of grain and 
small square hay 
bales to the stock 
in the corrals. On 
our wish list are 
running crew-cab 
pickups. If you 
know of someone 
willing to donate 
something, please 
have them
 contact us.
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2013 Champions Ride 
Saddle Bronc Match

All-Around Sponsor of 
the Champions Ride 
Saddle Bronc Match

 Name   Points Long-Go Place
 Ty Manke  89    1
 J.J. Elshere  85   2
 Troy Crowser  84   3/4 
 Josh Reynolds  84   3/4 
 Chase Kukuchka 82   5/6/7/8
 Dusty Hausauer 82   5/6/7/8
 Isaac Diaz  82   5/6/7/8
 Cole Elshere  82   5/6/7/8

(Points and scores do not carry over from long-go to short-go and 
there is no average)

 Name   Points Short-Go Place
 Josh Reynolds  91   1
 Troy Crowser  84   2/3/4
 Isaac Diaz  84   2/3/4
 Cole Elshere  84   2/3/4
 Dusty Hausauer 79   5
 Louis Brunson  78   6
 Ty Manke  76   7
 Ryan Elshere  75   8

2013 
Champions 

Ride Winner
Josh 

Reynolds

Photos courtesy of Doll Rodeo Photography
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Home On The Range (HOTR) Foundation has now merged with the newly formed Catholic Foundation for the 
People of the Diocese of Bismarck, said Jay Johnson, Executive Director of HOTR. 

HOTR is a therapeutic, working ranch located near Sentinel Butte in western N.D. The facility was founded 
in 1949 by Fr. Elwood Cassedy and provides education, therapy, spiritual guidance, and recreational and work 
activities. HOTR is licensed by the North Dakota Department of Human Services to care for 54 boys and girls 
between the ages of 12 and 19. 

“We have an obligation to our benefactors to be the best stewards of the gifts in which we have been blessed, 
and the Catholic Foundation for the People of the Diocese of Bismarck was a better way to meet that level of 
expectation from our benefactors,” Johnson said. 

“When the HOTR Foundation board of directors was made aware of the mission and services of the Catholic 
Foundation for the People of the Diocese of Bismarck, they were immediately interested as to how the HOTR 
Foundation could partner with this new foundation to better manage our funds, utilize the services of diocesan 
staff and to grow the foundation,” stated Johnson. 

The merger was officially filed with the N.D. Secretary of State’s office on July 3, 2013. Since then, the HOTR 
Foundation has transferred funds to the Catholic Foundation for the People of the Diocese of Bismarck, which 
included funds from the Fr. Fahnlander Endowment Fund. 

“It truly was a good move on the part of the board of directors of the HOTR Foundation. We will participate in 
an investment pool with all the other funds in the Catholic Foundation, thus giving us an opportunity to receive 
better returns and lesser fees,” explained Jolene Obrigewitch, Development Director for HOTR. “In addition, 
we will receive the services of the diocesan staff, including Executive Director of the Catholic Foundation Mike 
Kiedrowski, in gift planning and the marketing of planned giving.” 

“The mission of the diocese, HOTR, our parishes, our Catholic schools, other diocesan entities and the Catholic 
Foundation are very much intertwined; they all aim at enriching our faith, strengthening our children and families 
and passing our values on to the next generation,” said Bishop of Bismarck David Kagan, who is also president 
of the HOTR board of directors. “We are happy to accommodate the HOTR Foundation and also other parishes 
that have already utilized the services of the Catholic Foundation with the transfer of endowed and midterm 
funds.” 

North Dakota residents have a wonderful opportunity to contribute to the HOTR Foundation and receive a N.D. 
tax credit for certain planned gifts and also for any gifts to the foundation that total $5,000 or more in a calendar 
year (gifts must be received by December 31). The tax credit (ND Century Code 57-38-01.21) allows individuals, 
businesses, trusts and estates to take advantage of a 40 percent state tax credit for contributions of over $5,000 
to qualified charitable endowment funds. The maximum gift to receive the N.D. tax credit is $25,000 per person. 
Even better, the unused portion of that state tax credit can be carried forward for three years. Depending on your 
tax bracket, your donation to the HOTR Foundation can go farther and cost you less! 

Take a look at the following example: 

A North Dakota taxpayer in the 25 percent tax bracket makes a donation of $25,000. After taking advantage of 
an estimated federal tax savings of $6,250 and a N.D. income tax credit of $10,000, the cost of that $25,000 
donation is just $8,750! 

For more information on the gifting program for the HOTR Foundation, please contact Development Director 
Jolene Obrigewitch at (701) 872-3745 or Mike Kiedrowski, Executive Director of the Catholic Foundation for 
the People of the Diocese of Bismarck at (701) 204-7206. 

Note: Montana residents also have a similar tax credit. Please consult your financial advisor for details. 

Home On The Range Foundation 
merges with new Catholic Foundation 
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  The Good Morning Grief Group and 
girls’ VOICES group took separate trips to the Badlands 
Ministries High Ropes Challenge Course over Labor Day 
weekend. Both groups of teenagers were challenged with an 
obstacle course which ranged from 30 to 40 feet in the air.  
Group members not only had to learn to maneuver with their 
safety harnesses, they also had to depend upon one another, 
communicate and trust their team, and reach out for help in   

order to be successful. 
  These separate therapeutic groups share a 
few things in common, one of which is the healing 
of a challenging trauma that has occurred.  The 
ropes course was equated to the healing process each 
individual in group must be responsible for, and 
choose to walk through in order to be more successful 
in life.  There was not a person who was not 
successful on the ropes course in some way, which 
(hopefully) proved to the residents that each of them 
is capable of overcoming their personal challenges 
towards healing.  
 
   Jessica Maness, LICSW Therapist

Good Morning Grief Group
 On Labor Day weekend, the Good Morning Grief Group 
participated in the group’s second annual memorial trailride.  
Group members rode their horses for nearly five hours, 
stopping for lunch at Camel’s Hump Lake.  Each group 
member prepared a letter to their loved ones who have 
passed and these were released while at the lake. 
 Everyone present was challenged in some manner, 
and in order to be successful the group worked as a 
team to surmount these challenges.  It was a powerful 
experience, and the residents seemed to take it seriously.  
Group members developed this trail ride as a ritual of 
honoring their losses after watching the movie “Dakota 38 
plus 2.”

 
     
 Article and photos   
 courtesy of Jessi M.



 Contributions to Home On The Range in honor or 
in memory of an individual help ensure that the facility can 
continue to provide the very best care possible. We notify the 
honoree, or next of kin, regarding the gift with an appropriate 
card, as well as sending the donor a receipt or card. Just 
complete the form below or the printable donation form located 
on our website. Please note, if we do not receive the name and 
address of the family, we will not be able to send a notification of 
the gift.

_____    Memorial             ______ Living Honorarium

Tribute in the Name of: ________________________________
    (name of deceased or honorarium)

Please notify the family of this gift and mail to:

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City, State and Zip: ___________________________________

Giver’s Name: _______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City, State and Zip: ___________________________________

Return form and contribution to Home On The Range, 
16351 I94, Sentinel Butte, ND 58654.

Jay Johnson, Executive Director
Jolene Obrigewitch, Dev. Director/Editor; 

Velvet Craigo, Design

Financial Support
HOTR does not receive direct financial 

support from the Bismarck Catholic Diocese. 
Care rates charged for services cover 

approximately 75% of the actual cost. The 
remainder must be raised through gifts, 

grants, our agricultural operation, 
fund-raising events, and investments.

HOTR Ranch Hand
Official Publication of
Home On The Range

Financial Statement Available
A copy of the most recent HOTR financial 

statement is available to persons or 
organizations upon request. Please contact 

our business office at (701) 872-3745.

Member:
Child Welfare League of America
-- Equal Opportunity Employer --

ACCREDITED COUNCIL 
ON ACCREDITATION OF 
SERVICES FOR FAMILIES 

AND CHILDREN, INC.

HOTR Board of Directors

Bishop David Kagan, Rev. Gene E. Lindemann, 
Rev. Daniel J. Berg, Dee Ann Baertsch,

Dr. Russell Swagger, Jan Hanson, 
Ralph Hilgemann, Phillip Baird, 

John Hardy, Bill Schmid, John Sokoloski, 
Greg Lardy, Gwen Stallkamp, Ron Zachmann, 

Annette Steffan, Rev. Basil Atwell, 
Don Resler, Dr. Ralph L. Kilzer, 

Brad Gjermundson,

Home On The Range received two significant grants to help with the kitchen 
remodeling in the boys’ dorm. We received a $30,000 grant from the Fraternal 

Order of Eagles. This money will be used to help purchase kitchen equipment. The 
second grant was from the C.F. Martell Foundation in the amount of $19,272. The 
money will be used to offset some of the cost of materials. Over the past few years, 

both organizations have been very generous and supported various projects.

HOTR Receives Grants
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Home On The Range 
is now on Facebook! 

Become a fan by searching for 
Home On The Range, and stay 

informed of our events and 
activities.

You can donate to Home On The Range 
online

Go to:  www.hotrnd.com and click on
“make an On-Line Donation” 

The Network for Good website will pop 
up. Complete the necessary information 
and the funds will go directly to Home 
On The Range. A Network for Good 

charge will appear on your next credit 
card statement.



HOTR Ranch Hand
Home On The Range
16351 I94
Sentinel Butte, ND 58654
(701) 872-3745     
www.hotrnd.com

Home On The Range
Core Values

      Caring
      Honesty
      Respect
      I ntegrity
      Stewardship
      Trust

Our Organization provides a therapeutic 
ranch environment for boys and girls who 
are disadvantaged, neglected, problematic, 
predelinquent, and delinquent. Children of 

all races, creeds, and colors 
are served at our facility located at 

Sentinel Butte, North Dakota

Upcoming Events
13th Annual Basket Bash ~ Beach Community Center, Beach, ND

Saturday, December 7, 2013

58th Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match
Saturday, August 2, 2014 


