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Providing a Catholic home to strengthen children and families today for a successful tomorrow.

The Ranch Hand

Brunet Hall Kitchen Renovation Nearly Complete
 Thanks to you, we’re 
closing in on our goal.
 It’s been a challenging 
project, but with perseverance, 
persistence and dedication, 
our new kitchen should be 
operational in the next few 
weeks (possibly by the time you 
receive your newsletter).
	 We	are	in	the	final	phase	
of construction. This includes 
final	electrical	work,	inspection	
from the Fire Marshall and 
mandatory training on the stove 
and equipment.
Once this is done, we will have 
to move in the dining room 
tables	and	chairs,	get	the	offices	
ready, and then transfer the food 
back to the freezer, coolers and 
pantries. Sounds easy!
 Volunteers and Home 
On The Range staff have given 
100s of hours to install ceramic 
tiling, ceiling tiles and paint. 
This has helped keep the cost 
down. The approximate cost 
of the kitchen is $450,000. 
Thanks to individuals, 
corporations, foundations and 
various organizations, we have 
received nearly $270,000 in 
cash donations. We would like 
to raise another $30,000 to 
meet our goal of $300,000. If 
you would like to contribute to 
the	final	phase	of	the	kitchen	
remodeling project, please use 
the envelope in this issue and 
return it to Home On The Range.

Before After
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September 2014

Dear Friends of Home On The Range,

When I decided to write this article, I wanted to tell you about some things that happen at Home 
On The Range that you might not know about. For instance, most people know that we are a 
working ranch   with cattle, horses, sheep, and chickens. But many people don’t know that during 
the calving season the farm manager likes to take kids with him so they can see a calf being born. 
Once it is, the farm manager puts a child’s birthday and initials on the back of the ear tag. That 
calf becomes something very special to that child.

Most of the children go to school in the nearby town of Beach; some attend school here at our 
campus classroom. Our children are encouraged to participate in the school’s activities but aren’t 
always able to. Therefore last May we had our first Home On The Range prom, just for our 
boys and girls. People donated prom dresses for the girls and ladies from the community came out 
and did the girls’ makeup and hair. It was a wonderful event and we look forward to doing it again.

As with any organizations we have a governing Board of Directors. Our Directors do more 
than just attend Board meetings four times a year and review policy. They get personally involved 
in our projects and are willing to donate their time and talents as well. We have a director who 
is very knowledgeable about tiling and so he donated time to lay ceramic tile in the dog kennel, 
Fahnlander Hall and Brunet Hall (the boys’ dining room). Another director has a vast amount 
of experience with cattle, and provides services and vaccines for the cattle program. Another 
member was instrumental in getting our animal assisted therapy program, testing and results to 
be part of the national academic research.    Other members use their talents to organize pancake 
breakfasts, fish fries and raffles to help raise money for our projects. Still others offer technical 
advice on construction projects, or talk to oil companies to be major sponsors for the Champions 
Ride. Our Directors do much more than just attend meetings, and they do all this for free.

We’ve highlighted some of our staff in previous Ranch Hands, so you know we have highly 
qualified and dedicated staff. What we often don’t tell you is all the time our employees donate, or 
work on their days off, to meet the needs of our kids. They organize and participate in things like 
4-H, talent shows, prom, cookouts, camping trips, and other activities that are too numerous to 
mention.

These are the special things that make us such a successful program. It’s not just a job, it’s a 
mission. I’ve always described working at Home On The Range as being very much like a 
magnet – you’re drawn to it and stay forever, or repelled from it and leave quickly. It’s work that 
may not be for everybody but when you get some very special people, all with the same mission, it 
really comes together well.

Thank you for your support, and if you would like to see firsthand the difference you make in our 
children’s lives, we invite you to come out for a tour.

Jay Johnson, LICSW
Executive Director



Thank you to all the sponsors, individuals, and businesses that supported 
the Champions Ride.

Major Corporate Sponsors

Benz Oil Company Inc.     Charging Eagle
Dakota Community Bank     Edward H. Schwartz Construction
First State Bank      Four Bears Casino
Gascoyne Materials Handling & Recycling, LLC  J.E. Dunn
K & R Roustabout Service     MBI Energy Services
Martin Construction Inc.     Nuverra Environmental Solutions
RDO Equipment      RockPile Energy Services 
S.M. Fencing & Energy Services    Sandbox Logistics, LLC
Stallion	Oilfield	Services	 	 	 	 	 Tvedt	Trucking
Wyoming Casing

2014 Champions Ride Results
Cowboy’s  Long Go  Long Go Long Go Short Go       Short Go      Short Go
Name  Bronc   Score  Place  Bronc        Score     Place
 
Cole
Elshere Mud Pie  83  1  Sweatin’ Bullets 86  1
Zeke 
Thurston Rodeo Beyond  82  2  Special Time  78  6
Josh 
Reynolds Moby Dick  79  ¾  Smart Guy  82  4
Jake  
Wright  Last Trip  79  ¾  Julia   84  3
Dylan 
Henson Red Rodeo  78  5/6/7  Angel Sings  0 
Cody 
DeMoss ShadyDays  78  5/6/7  Tipped Off  85  2
Jesse James 
Kirby  Little Jean Jacket 78  5/6/7  Whiskey Chick 76  7
Casey
 Maddox Shady Fox  77  8/9/10/11/12 Bugs Bunny  0 
J.J. 
Elshere Willow   77  8/9/10/11/12 Lounge Lizard+ 75  8/9
Dusty  
Hausauer Miller Time  77  8/9/10/11/12 Ink Spot  75  8/9
Jesse
Wright  Chick Flick  77  8/9/10/11/12 Blind Date  0 
Jesse
Bail  War Bridle  77  8/9/10/11/12 Just Bugs  79  5



The Good Morning Grief Group organized and completed their 
memorial trail ride in August. The weather was beautiful and 
the experience seemed meaningful for all.  The group members 
shared that writing their lost loved ones was a worthwhile 
experience	for	them,	and	some	found	it	difficult	to	let	those	
letters go when the time came.  The ride home was, however, 
joyful and light.  The group members were able to process their 
losses further, and all seemed proud that they chose to take an 
additional	step	into	facing	and	coping	with	these	difficult	life	
situations.  We could not have made these steps so gracefully 
without being carried by our caring equine companions.  

   Good Morning Grief Group
     Submitted by Jessi Maness, LICSW

Some of the members of the trauma group are participating in Badland's Ministries High 
Ropes Course in Medora this quarter.  The challenges are clear: 30-40 feet in the air, 
harnesses,	obstacles,	and	communicating	with	and	trusting	a	partner	in	order	to	finish	
strong.  The counselors who run the ropes course are very good at what they do, and their 
caring (and focus on safety) is evident in all their words and actions.  The group meetings 
that occur at the ropes course are experientially focused, and often group members come 
up against a wall that is much like some other obstacle in their lives.  They are then 
talked through the process in a manner that they may be able to apply to their lives "on 
the ground," so to speak.  We have found this challenging activity to give group members 
positive	memories	of	overcoming	challenges	successfully,	to	build	confidence,	and	to	
strengthen their use of coping skills while in a stressful situation.  In turn, they will be 
more likely to use these coping skills in later situations when they, most likely, will have 
less support.  "A smooth sea never made a skillful sailor."

Good Morning Grief Group
         Submitted by Jessi Maness, LICSW



5

 Canine Assisted Therapy
 Submitted by Laura Feldmann, LICSW

The Canine Kids have been having fun 
getting our puppies, Kohl and Duke, ready 
for their permanent homes while learning 
a great deal about themselves.  From rainy 
day walks, creating challenging obstacle 
courses and positive 'parenting,' our kids 
have created lifelong memories in working 
with these four legged critters.  The kids 
have learned about forming relationships, 
empathy and a great deal about the need for 
structure, and it's not just for puppies!

Equine Assisted Therapy 
 Submitted by Laura Feldmann, LICSW

In Equine this summer we had lots of fun and 
met lots of challenges. Equine isn’t just about riding, the kids work 
with their horses through therapeutic activities and relationship 
building tasks as well. We've said goodbye to three group members 
in the last few weeks. We wish each one the best of luck and hope 
they carry the skills their four-legged therapist taught them!!  
Goodbyes are tough on the ones leaving, and the ones staying.

Strengthening Family Workshops
 Home On The Range has a long-standing reputation of a successful program. Testimonials 
from former residents, referrals from social workers and comments from state officials support our 
work. Part of our success comes from helping both the child and the family.
Each month our professional staff hosts a Strengthening Family Workshop – either at Home On The 
Range or in a city in North Dakota.
 The workshop involves 2-3 families, our social workers, dorm staff and youth minister. The 
workshops are intense, stressful, emotional, and tiring for both the families and the staff. Families 
come face-to-face with the problems they are having, whether it be drug and alcohol use, sexual 
or physical abuse, neglect, communication, death of a friend or family member, following rules or 
truancy from school. Emotions run high – anger, blame, denial, guilt or sadness. Social workers 
and therapists help the families work through their emotions and issues. By the end of the two day 
session, there are still many emotions visible on the families’ faces – acceptance, peace, forgiveness, 
empathy, understanding, exhaustion and hope.
 Some of the families are unable to travel to Home On The Range for a workshop due to 
various reasons. Then our clinical team takes the Strengthening Family Workshops on the road to 
cities such as Minot, Bismarck, Williston, Grand Forks, or Fargo. The format is the same, just in 
different cities to accommodate the families.
 By offering the Strengthening Family Workshops, we are helping to, as our mission states, 
“strengthen children and families today for a successful tomorrow.”
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Spiritual Department News    Submitted by Swenda Braden, Pastoral Assistant

 Today as I write this, it is the 13th anniversary 
of 9/11. I am sure each one of us can remember where 
we were on that day and what we were doing. It forever changed our 
world collectively and our worlds individually. So many things that we 
took for granted were being questioned…like our safety in our own 
country…and our lives as individuals realizing how fragile life is and 
how and what and who are we living our lives for.
 Where are we with that today? Do we still have that strong pull 
together patriotism and trust in God to take care of us through whatever 
life throws at us?
 It is so easy to become complacent with things of God. We get 
back into our life’s routines, all the same things we have always done 
and yet things are not like they used to be. Have we compensated in 
our lives for those changes? Have we upped the ante in our relationship 
with our Creator or is it the same or even a little less than it was before 
9/11? Are we kinder in our relationships with family and friends? Are 
we more generous in our giving of God’s abundance? Do we trust the 
One who made us in his image? Are we ready to meet Him as we are 
now if we are faced with a similar tragedy?
 I ask these questions as much to myself as to you. God has a 
wonderful plan for each one of us; the problem lies in that we don’t 
ask him what that is. Consequently life can be more of a struggle than 
it need be. It doesn’t mean that we will not face adversity; that is part 
of life. It means that the closer you become to God the more you will 
realize how He is always there to help us through everything…we are 
never alone!
 That being said, God gives us a new 24 hour time frame over 
and over to come to Him, to ask for forgiveness and ask Him to come 
into our hearts and be the Lord of our lives. Is this a challenge…
perhaps. I only know that the more you know about Jesus and what He 
did for us the softer your heart becomes and the more you want to do 
things His way.
 We would ask for a small portion of those 24 hours to continue 
to pray for our residents and staff at HOTR. We appreciate your 
kindness and generosity and any and all 
prayers. God Bless!

Swenda Braden, Pastoral Assistant
Peggy Helvik, Youth Minister

Jay Johnson, Executive Director
Jolene Obrigewitch, Dev. Director/Editor; 

Velvet Craigo, Design

Financial Support
HOTR does not receive direct financial 

support from the Bismarck Catholic Diocese. 
Care rates charged for services cover 

approximately 75% of the actual cost. The 
remainder must be raised through gifts, 

grants, our agricultural operation, 
fund-raising events, and investments.

HOTR Ranch Hand
Official Publication of
Home On The Range

Financial Statement Available
A copy of the most recent HOTR financial 

statement is available to persons or 
organizations upon request. Please contact 

our business office at (701) 872-3745.

Member:
Child Welfare League of America
-- Equal Opportunity Employer --

ACCREDITED COUNCIL 
ON ACCREDITATION OF 
SERVICES FOR FAMILIES 

AND CHILDREN, INC.

HOTR Board of Directors

Bishop David D. Kagan, President; 
Msgr. Gene E. Lindemann, Vice President; 

Rev. Daniel J. Berg, Sec./Treas., 
Don Resler, Rev. Basil Atwell, Dr. Ralph Kilzer, 
Ron Zachmann, Greg Lardy, Annette Steffan, 

John Hardy, Ralph Hilgemann, 
Brad Gjermundson, 

Bill Schmid, Russell Swagger, Marlo Nelson, 
Rick Hanson and Shane Goettle.

Schwan’s Cares    A Fundraising Network

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Schwan’s 
Cares fundraiser in which we received a check in the amount 
of $197.10. You can still purchase products from Schwan’s, 
ordering by phone or online,  and they will continue to 
donate. Visit www.schwans-cares.com and make sure and 
enter the campaign ID: 9755  or Fundraising ID: 26970 so 
Home On The Range receives a donation from the product(s) 
you purchase.

Home On The Range 
is now on Facebook! 

Become a fan by searching for 
Home On The Range, and stay 

informed of our events and 
activities.
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      Alwin C. Carus Building
 The construction of the 
Alwin C. Carus Building is 
progressing ahead of schedule. 
Although we had a lot of windy 
and rainy days, the workers were 
able to put up the trusses and get 
most of the plywood over the 
framework. The workers are now 
framing out the inside rooms and 
installing the ceiling beams.
 The Alwin C. Carus building will house our new campus 
classroom,	weight	room,	professional	offices	and	a	training	room	

Photo On Right: 
 This summer, Edward Carus 

and Wynn Carus came 
to Home On The Range 
for a visit and to see the 

development.

4-H
A few of our students 

participated in the 
Home On The Range 

4-H club. They entered 
the horsemanship and 
showmanship portion 
at the Golden Valley 

County Fair.
Grand Worthy President 

David Tice presents Jay Johnson 
with a check for $30,000.

Past Dakota State President 
Kash Kremer presents Jay 

Johnson with a check for $5000.

14th Annual Basket Bash 
Saturday, December 6, 2014

6:30 p.m. Social
7:00 p.m. Silent Auction Begins

9:00 p.m. Live Auction

Beach Community Center, Beach, ND
To donate items, contact Home On The Range 

office at 701-872-3745

to be used for training our staff or 
family workshops. The approximate 
cost of the building is $1.5 million. 
All the proceeds for the building 
have come from the trust account 
set up by Alwin C. Carus. We hope 
to	move	into	the	building	the	first	
part of 2015.



HOTR Ranch Hand
Home On The Range
16351 I94
Sentinel Butte, ND 58654
(701) 872-3745     
www.hotrnd.com

Our Organization provides a therapeutic 
ranch environment for boys and girls who 
are disadvantaged, neglected, problematic, 
predelinquent, and delinquent. Children of 

all races, creeds, and colors 
are served at our facility located at 

Sentinel Butte, North Dakota


